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Pulse oximetry, a non-invasive technique to measure blood oxygen saturation continuously and
immediately without a blood sample, was introduced in 1972 by Takuo Aoyagi of Nihon Kohden
Corporation. The company launched its OLV-5100 as the first ear pulse oximeter in 1975.
Subsequent developments by others made pulse oximeters a reliable and affordable standard of care

in hospitals, clinics, and homes.
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